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“From the Universalist Expositor. 

THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF PUN- 
* ISHMENT. : 
**‘’urthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not 
rather be in subjection unto the Father, of spirits, and 
live? For, they verily for a few days chastened us, after 
their own pleasure ; but he for our profit, that we might 

be partakers of his holiness.’’—Heb. xii, 9, 10. 


We are never in greater danger of adopting 





‘erroneous ideas, than when we lose sight of the 


paternal character of God. He is our Father ; 
aud justly commends us to regard him as such. 
Weare required to acknowledge him as the Cre- 


ator of all things ; to pray to him as ‘“‘our Father 
which art in heaven ;”’ and to earry the idea in- 
to all reflections uvon our duty, prospects, and 
destiny, that “he hath created of one blood all 
the nations of men, for to dwell upon all the face 
of the earth.” 

It is especially necessary that we should bear 
the fact that he is “the Father of the spirits of all 
flesh,” upon our minds, whenever we attempt to 
reasonmpon the nature and extent of the punish- 
iment. Which the Seriptures assure us will be in- 
flicted upon the disobedient and ungodly. For, 
unless we'do so, we shall be liable to fall into er- 
rors and extravagances, alike dishonerary to the 
God we worship, and destructive to our own hap- 
piness. 

In the passage before us, this endearing char- 
acteristic of the great “I am,” is fully recognized 
and acknowledged—and that, too, in direct ref- 
erence to the subject of punishment. And the i- 
dea is carried, that in reasoning upon matters of 
this sort, we may lawfully—and of course safely 
bring to our aid such illustrations as can be drawn 
from the conduct of our earthly parents, in their 
corrections of our faults. 

I am aware of the fact that some have objected 
to this method of reasoning, from the supposition 
that family governmeut is often imperfect ; but it 
may be here remarked, once for all, that we shall 
reason safely enough, in this way, ifwe are care- 
ful always to draw inferences favorable to the 


justice and benevolence of God, wherever the 


parallel between his character and that of the 
good earthly parent stops. In other words, when 
we reach that point in the argument, where we 
find ourselves compelled to pause, and confess, 
that “his ways are not like our ways, nor his 
‘thoughts like our thoughts”—if, I say, we are 
then careful to admit that the disparity consists 
in his being infinitely. more wise, just, and mer- 
ciful, than the best of his creatures, we shall be 
“an no danger of coming to wrong conclusions. 
Now, many have labored under serious disad- 


| rection, 


vantages, in their reflections upon the wature and 
design of punishment, in cénsequence of having 
attached a wrong idea to the word itself." When- 





laine ee 
its*penalty should be of the same character. In- 
deed, al! penalties should be calculated to reclaim, 
Those who believe and advocate doctrine 


ever théy read any thing about punishment, the pot endless punishment, are in the habit of refer- 
notion is immediately conveyed to their minds, ring to the penalties inflicted by human tribunals 


that it is something dreadful beyond description | for capital offences, to prove that it will be just 


—something which should be deprecated, as the | 


‘This comes ef} is takiag for granted what ought first to be sub- 


worst calamity that can befal us. 
having lost sight of the design or object fit. 


If we reflect upon it abstractly, it must be con- | 
fessed that there is nothing desirable in it. . For, | 
as we are told in the context of the passage | 


which stands at the.head of this article, “no chas- 
tening for the present seemeth to be joyous ;” it 
is, from the nature of it, if we lose sight of the 
good it is designed to produce, an object of dis- 
like. But the moment we come to understand 


the end, to which wisdom and benevolence adapt 
this punishment—or, in other words, when we 
are brought to see that the thing, which, abstract- 
ly, is so grievous, is the mean, and that there is 
a desirable end, or result, beyond it, much of its 
terror is at once taken away ; and we are brought 
to acquiesce in it—not for the sake of the punish+ 
ment itself, but for the sake of the benefit that 
will result from the infliction of it. 

A better name for the subject of these remarks, 
is that which is given to it in the text—viz. cor- 
The word, in itself considered, is no 
better than the other; but the idea which we have 
associated with it, comes nearer to what the 
Scriptures inform us is the punishment which the 
righteous judge ‘inflicts upon his disobedient chil- 
dren. And the common defigition of his term 
will help us to understand this c@ntroverted 
subject. 


It may be observed, in the first place, that all 
punishment, in order to be jyst, must.be discipli- 
nary, or corrective. 

In laying down'this proposition we make no 
exception—we say that-al/ punishment, in order 
to bejust, must be of this description.—Any thing 
that falls short of this, is at best but a mere mock- 
ery of punishment; any thing that goes a step 
beyond it, is cruelty. Let us see how this will 
bear investigation. 

**We have had fathers of our flesh which cor- 
rected us, and we gave them reverence.”” Did 
we give them reverence on account of supposing 
that they chastised us merely for the sake of see- 
ing us in pain? or merely for the sake of grati- 
fying a malignant disposition and temper? or 
without any particular design 1—No—if we rey- 
erenced them at all, it was not for any of these 
reasons. Why did we reverence them? Simply 
for this reason—we were made sensible of the 
fact that their design was to bring us to a sense 
of our duty, and to the enjoyment of happiness. 

A well regulated family is the best model for 
a community of social beings. A nation, ora 
state, ought to be a family on a large scale. The 
laws of such a community, as all will admit, ought 
to be such as are best calculated to promote the 
welfare, posperity and happiness, of the whole; 
and, as the whole is made up of parts, the laws 
ought to be adapted to the end of promoting 
the welfare and interests of each individual. And 














if this is true of the Jaw, it seems to follow that 





in God to punish the wicked eternally ; bat this 


stantiated by the most conciusive proof. They 
ouxzht, in the first place, to show, by something 
less variable than human laws, and the customs 


of civilized ngtions, that capital punishments are 
just. And even then—admittmg that such pun- 
ishments are just, it would remain to be seen 
whether it is not true, that thé only ground on 
which they can be justified, is the incompetency 
of finite wisdom to devise a plan which shall ren- 
der punishment effectual. 

The fact is, parents have never been invested 
with the right of inflicting capital punishment up- 
on their own children. ‘And if human govern- 
ments ought to be of apaternal character, we can 
conceive of no principlethat will invest them with 
authority which does not appertain to the parent. 
It is a settled maxim that an individual cannot 
confer upon another a right, or prerogative, which 
he does not himself posess. Neither does he ac- 
quire any new prerogative by associating with 
others. ifthen, human governments ought to 
be truly parental ; and if, in order to be so, they 
ought not to transcend the rules which are given 
us for the direction of parental authority ; and if 
parents have not the right toinflict any other pun- 
ishment than that which is truly corrective, where 
shall we find any thing to justify the state or the 
nation in inflicting either vindictive or capital 
punishments ? 

T am not ignorant ot the fact that a common 
method of justifying those punishments, which 
enlightened reason censiders barbarous, is, to ap- 
peal to the Old Testament, and by so doing, 
make it out that Ged has authorized them. As 
well might we appeal to the Old ‘Testament te 
justify circumeision, polygamy, or murder in the 
first degree. A sufficient reply to all arguments 
raised on that ground is simply this: the Old 
Testament is to be received as authority no far- 
ther than it corresponds with tho genius and spir- 
it of the New; and of this correspondency we are 
to judge by the exercise of our own reason. There 
are as inany things described in the Old Testa- 
ment, to be carefully avoided, as there are to be 
imitated. - 

It. is supposed, by some, that the apostles, in 
asking, “shall we not much rather be in subjec 
tion to the Father of spirits, and live ?” allude 
to the stubborn and rebellious son—Deut. xxi, 18 
—21. The barbarous law is thus expressed: 
“Ifa man have a stubborn and rebellicus sop, 
who will not obey the voice of his father, or the 
voice of his mother, and that, when they have 
chastened him, will not hearkén unto them ; then 
shall his father and mother lay hold on him, and 
bring him to the elders of the city ; and they shall 
say, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he 
will not obey our voice ;—and all the men of the 
city shall stone him with stones that he die.” 

Now, all that we have to do with this passage, 











is, to observe, that the right to inflict death upon | 


this rebellious child, was not in the hands of the 
parents; and then, this law may be compered 
withthe spirit ofthe gospel. And ifthisis done, 
we shall have no difficulty in detecting its injus- 
tice and cruelty. 

But it is enough for my present purpose, to | 
show, that, whatever may be the effect, parental 
chastisements ought to be designed to correct the 
disobedient child. And, that this should be their 
object, issufficieatly obvious from the considera- 
tion, that the parent has no authority to inflict, 
any other punishment, than that which isdegign- 
ed to reclarm ; and from the faet, that it would be 
an ads of cruelty to inflict any other, even if he 
had legal authority to do it. 

If this be the true state of the case as regards 
human authority, we shall have no difficulty in 
coming to a safe conclusion as to the nature, de- 
sign, and effect of the punishfifgat which our 
heavenly Father will inflict upon the disobedient, 
if we will but keep in view another fact, which 
will now be submitted—viz. 

That punishnient, in order to have it correc- 
tive, or disciplinary, must not only be designed 
to reform, but must actually be so apportioned, 
and so adapted to the condition of the guilty, as 
that it shall effectually reclaim them. 

To illustrate this proposition, it may here be 
observed, that anf correction of those who are 
providentially placed under our care, should be, 
as far as practicable, adapted to that end, and 
that alone. And that this may be done, great 
care should be taken that the correction be of 
the right kind; that there is enough of it; and 
not any more than enough. 

Eartly parents who correct—or to use a more 
proper word, chastise their children a little, and 
then Jet them go, without having brought them 
to a sense of duty, are just as cruel as they would 
be were they unreasonably severe; since that 
little would be productive of no good consequen- 
ces. If they chastise them more than enough— 
that is, if they continue the punishment after the 
child has repented, then they are also cruel ; and 
if they do not inflict the right kind of chastise- 
ment, then are they chargeable with a want of 
wisdom. ; 

And further—It should be understood that 
what comes under the denomination of chastise- 
mneut, is designed only to reclaim. Its only prop- 
er office is to reclaim the wicked—to bring them 
back toa gense of the favors which have been 
bestowed upon them. After they have been thus 
brought back, something more must be done, to 
make them practically virtuous. It is one thing 
to hate and avoid vice; it is anuther to love and 
practice virtue. And hence, should it be found 
that God, in his infinite wisdom, will punish sin- 
ners as much as he deserves, it need not surprise 
us to be told, that grace will still be indispensa- 
t®e to our salvation, for that alone can so enlist 
out affections on the side of holines*, as to ren- 
der us fit for the kingdom of heaven. ‘Aud should 
it torn out at last that he chastises us for our 
profit—for the sole purpose of making us parta- 
kers of his holiness, still we may bear it upon our 
minds, that punishment alone, can never prepare 
us for heaven—that there js still a necessity that 
grace should reign, through righteousness, unto 
eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If now, we may be allowed to consider the 
punishment which God inflicts, or has threaten- 
ed, as being truly parental, it will be distinguish- 
ed from what it has been supposed to be; by the 








following characteristics, viz. 
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1. Fqwill be designed to reclaim offenders. We 
may rest assured that no other object can ever 
induce the Father of our spirits to chastise us. 
He will always punish with an intention of ma- 
king the punished partakers of bis holiness ; he 
will always punish them for their profit. 

This, as will be perceived, corresponds:exact- 
ly with the proper exercise of paternal authori- 
ty ; and also with the views generally entertain- 
ed ot the object by all just human governments. 
And this will serve to do away those unfavorable 
impressions which sume -have received, relatite 
to the supposed vindictiveness of divine punish- 
ment. It appears, when we take this view of the 
subject, like the offspring of pure parental love ; 
and though the rod may sometimes fall heavily 
upon the sinner, a sense of the goodness’ef Him 
who holds it, and the kindness of His inten- 
tions, will render his greatest sufferings suppor- 
table. 

2. Another characteristic, of the only punish- 
ment that God has ever threatened, or ever can 
justly inflict upon his disobedient children, is, that 
it will, in his own due time, be effiicactous—not 
as some may imagine that we affirm—that it will 
complete the work of our salvation, for that as be- 
fore observed, is the work of grace—but it will 
have the desired effect, in weaning the sinful soul 
from its love of sin, by making it sensible of the 
unprofitableness of its degrading pursuits. 

This is evident, from the consideration that 
God is infinitely wise and powerful. Whatever 
he intends to do, he knows how to do, and is a- 
ble to do. Hence, if we allow that his object in 
punishing us, is to reclaim, we are constrained 
to follow it out, and admit that he will so adapt 
his corrections to the desired end, as to secure 
the object which he has in view. 

And this brings us to the conclusion, that all 
divine correction must necessarily have an end ; 
since it would be manifestly impossible to recon- 
cile the idea of endless punishment, with that of 
correction > £F of the one punished. In 
fact, there c uo such thing as endless cor- 
rection. And the only argument that we can 
conceive of in faver of sucha doctrine, must be 
predicated on the supposition that God cannot 
render chastisement effectual. For to say that 
he will not, is to rob him of his glory at once,— 
and make him appear igfinitely cruel—worse by 
far than any earthly parent in his correction. 

Let us be careful that our conclusions are in 
accordance with the spirit of the text, “We have 
had fathers of our flesh, which corrected us”— 
they did not punish us to gratify a malignant dis- 
position; nor to promote their own glory, for 
such glory would have been disgrace—they “cor- 
rected us, and we gave them reverence” —we rev- 
erenced them because they corrected us from 
pure and good motives. Then comes the impor- 
tant question—“shali we not much rather be in 
subjection to the father of spirits, and live?” 
Why ? Because our fathers verily for a few days 
chastened us after their own pleasure ; but he for 
our profit—how so? That we might be parta- 
kers of his holiness—that is, that we may be 
brought to feel his benevolence, and thus be sav- 
ed from sin with an everlasting salvation. 

This view of the subject enables us to discov- 
er the hand of mercy in all temporary afflictions. 
{f we regard them as evils, we are constrained 
to confess that they are but for a moment ;—but 
a far more rational conviction is, that they are so 
many blessings.in disguise. 

Haye we done wrong? The love, as well as 
the justice of God, stands pledged to correct us 





—to correct us, we sity 3 not to punish us eternel- 
ly. Let mot the sinner pray, therefore, for de- 
liverance from correction—he needs it—he can- 
not do witheut it—-God would not deal mereifal- 
ly with him, were he to let him go on in sin, 
withont inflicting the penalty of his law, on these 
actions which he has wisely and benevolently 
probibited. His goodness and justice are so u- 
nited that neither can be exercised without the 
other.. 

In bringing this. article to a close, it may be 
observed, that we cannot sufficiently deplore the 
prevalence of that doctrine which tations the 
soul to gloomy foreboding, and gives occasion to. 
desire to escape from the wrath of God, or what 
has been deveminated by some, the just punish- 
ment of our sins. How much better—how much 
happier would mankind be, if they could con- 
stantly realize, that our all is safe in the hands of 
God ; and that he will never cgrrect us any more 
than will be for our advantage. 

And how mueh more salutary would be the.in- 
fluence of a sentiment, that teaches us that it is 
neither possible, nor desirable, to escape the just: 
correction of our faults, than of that which en- 
courages us to hope for some mysterious deliver- 
ance froin the penalty of God’s law. May all 
understand that the only way to escape punish- 
ment, is to avoid deserving. it. I. S. E. 


PREJUDICE. 

Nothing more effectually unfits the mind for 
advance in knowledge than. prejudice.—It tends 
to suppress improvements of every kind. Not- 
withstanding the evil effects have been clearly 
and forcibly pointed out, yet this great. hinder- 
ance to truth remains. Among all the various 
means pointed out, the desired effect has not 
been produced. These faets probable gave rise 
to the following just remarks by Hannah Moore ; 
— Prejudice, if not altogether invincible, is, per- 
haps the most difficult of all errors to cradicate 
from the human mind. By disguising itself. un- 
der the respectable name of firmness, it is of in- 
finitely slower extirpation than vice. For vice, 
though persisted in from the perverseness of the 
human will, never sets itself up for virtue ;. a vi- 
cious man knows what is right, though his appe- 
tites deter him from following it ; but a prejudice, 
being perhaps, more frequently a fault of tlie 
judgment than of the heart, is sometimes persis- 
ted in from principle.’ 

On this. subject 1 shall make no attempt at o- 
riginality. ‘The only effectual means of destroy- 
ing this ‘fault ofthe judgment’ is selfexamination. 
We are much disposed, in this case, as in many 
others, to imagine ourselves innocent and othegs 
guilty. ‘Every one’ says Locke, ‘is forward to 
com lain of the prejudice that mislead other men 
or parties, as if he were free, and had none of 
his own, —‘The only way to remove this. great 
cause of ignorance and error out of the world, is 
for every one impartially to examine himself.’ 
But how shall we determine whether we have 
prejudice ? It seems absolutely necessary to know 
some definite rule : otherwise we may examine 
our hearts in vain. Here again, we cannot do 
better than appeal to the great Locke :—‘He who 
is strongly of any opinion, must suppose, (unless 
he be self condemned) that his persuation is built 
upon good grounds; and that his assent is no 
greater than what the evidence of the truth he 
holds forces him to; and that they are arguments 





and not inclination or fancy, that makes him so. - 


confident and positive in his tenets. Now, if af- 


ter all his profession, he cannot bear any opposi- 
tion to his opinion, if he cannot so much as give- 









~ = 


» %» ff a ahs @ tad 








fle 
le- 
M- 
ul- 
in, 
se 
tly 

u- 
he 


or 
ds 
it- 


T- 


‘i- 








«drink their tea and coffee without sugar,—or per- 


* from fifty to a hundred dollars. 








4 patient hearing, much less examine and weigh 
the arguments on the ather side, does he not plain- 
confess it is prejudice that governs him.’ 
We have thus briefly pointed out the nature of 
prejudice, and the means to be adopted fo. its e- 
vadication, Volumns might be written to show 
its dreadfal efiects ; but we have not leisure to 
-pursue the subject. We are not satisfied that no 
other way can so effectually destroy prejudice, 
as for every one to look within his awn breast, 
and follow closely the direction of onr Great 
Master :—‘First cast out the beam out of thine 
-own eye; then shalt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother’s eye ’—Christ. Int. 





From the Religious Inquirer. 
THEY BIND HEAVY BURDENS. 

The orthodox clergy are perpetually urging 
the penple to give money, to secure the salvation 
of the heathen, and the sinner in our own Jand. 
How much of this money they expend for this 
object, how.much they retain for other purposes, 
it is not our design now to inquire. But suppose 
they faithfully appropriate all their funds to the 
purposes for which they were given, it is still true 
of them that, ‘they bind heavy burdens, and grie- 
-vous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoul- 
ders ; but they themselves will not move them 
with one of their fingers.’ Matt. xxiii. 4. 

Do you ask for proof of this fact? Do you 
find the clergy bestowing their own property in 
this manner? When they are so pertinaciously 
begging others to do something for the salvation 
-of poor souls, do you see them casting in their 
mite? No. They are willing to ‘carry the bag,’ 
and to be lords of the ‘Lords’s Treasury,’ as they 
call it; but you will not see them cast any thing 
into it. Ifthey render a faithful account of their 
stewardship, they do well. They are marvel- 
ously choice of their own pelf, while they are 
continually crying ‘to others, like the horseleech, 
give, give. Itis a fact, which admits no dis- 
‘pute, that for the promotion of those objects, 
which they profess to have so much at heart, no 
class of the orthodox community pay so little as 
‘the clergy. 

But tho’ they pay little, or nothing, themselves, 
‘they will urge the poor laborer to go barefooted 
in the summer, and wear cow-hide shoes when 
he wears any ; to dispense with a neck-cloth, and 
wear course apparel ; and to give all he can thus 
save, for the good of souls. They will urge lit- 
tle children to eat their bread without butter, and 


-haps, to drink nothing but cold water,—and give 
the avails to the Lord. Not long since, the con- 
duct of a little boy in England was highly extol- 
led in the orthodox prints who gathered and sold 
potato skins, giving one half of all he could earn 
to the clergy. Women must neglect their own 
children, and let them go ragged and cold, while 
they sew for the benefit of the heathen. Females 
who depend on their daily labor for support, are 
urged to give the few little trinkets which their 


friends have bestowed upon them,—such as riogs, 


and beads ;—when, perhaps, the graceless limb 
of the church, who makes the request, has a 
watch and seals ostentatiously displayed, worth 
It would be dif- 
ficult to conceive an instance of more outrageous 
imposition. 

It may be said, these are small things. Be it 
so : but they are not so small as to have been be- 
neath the notice of the orthodox clergy.—Thus 
‘do they grind the faces of the poor, and lay gre- 
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themselves are clad in soft raiment, and they fare 


sumptuously every day. 

“Can such things he, 

And overcome us iike a summer's cloud 

Without our special wonder ?”” 

If these men were honest, would they not 2s- 
sist to bear the burdens, which they bind on the 
shoulders of others? Should we extend charity 
to them, we believe in our hearts it would be that 
charity, which ‘covers a multitude of sins.’ In 
our apprehensoin, such oppression of the poor is 
asin in the sight of heaven. Those who are 
guilty ought to expect the just judgment of God. 
Let them either put their own hand to the work, 
or take off the burden from the shoulders of oth- 
ers. LUCIUS. 











ship Duff having put ashore on a heathen coast 
some of her missionaries to prosecute the work 
of conversion, one of them travelled further into 
the interior of the country than the others, and 
was lost sight of. The latter engaged a man of 
authority among the natives to act as guide and 
interpreter leading them through the country, 
and they travelled from one place to another till 
at length they traced the wanderer to a particular 
tract. Full of the fondest anticipations they im- 
mediately proceeded, through the assistance of 
the guide, to question the natives as to the pro- 
gress their companion had made in converting 
them, and how they were pleased with him. 
“‘Squai wab squab squaverab skooie rig vab wam 
skadav skooie hg daurab vab! !” shouted several 
savages, making gestures suitable to the words, 
which were translated thus: “Fine man the mis- 
sionary, ate him up last night, ate him all up.” 
Christ. Int. 
From the Star in the West. 
ORTHODOXY. 

Messrs. Eprrors:—The following story is 
currently reported as true, ~~: am informed 
upon the best authority. Ina Wourishing, though 
new township, in one of our neighboring wes- 
tern states, orthodoxy ‘had obtained a footing of 
a sufficient character te warrant the formation 
ofa society, and the settlement of a young min- 
ister of promising hopes upon a salary of $400 
per annum. Itis said, he was a minister of 
promising hopes, because he was from the land 
of steady habits, of.a classic education, regular- 
ly bred for the ministry, and was inducted into 
his new situation as pastor, by a Rev. Doctor of 
the Divine Law, who was a resident of the west, 
and who was considered measurably, as a re- 
sponsible endorser for his success. 

During the first year of his settlement, noth- 
ing very extraordinary occured. His services 
were promply and satisfactorily performed. At 
least, ifany thing did transpire in his conduct 
that was not correct, it was not noticed. The 
society during this time had considerably in- 
creased, and he had also obtained a few person- 
al friends ; two very fine things to assist him to 
raise his salary, which was without much diffi- 
culty advanced for the second year to $500. At 
this time the true character of their pastor be- 
gan to unfolditself. He wasa financier and be- 
gan slowly to speculate-—Commenced making 
extra charges for services rendered on week days, 
such as funeral lectures, &c, charging as high 
as $7,00 for each.—In these things however, he 
was very careful not to offend his pei sonal friends, 
and others, whose influence was great. There 
were several instances where families of small 
influence and little property, had once paid their 








vious burdens on their shoulders; while they 


$7,00 for a funeral discourse, procured the ser- 
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es 
vices of other pastors, whose souls 


would not permit them to exiort money from the 
poor, the destitute and ufflicted. At the com- 


| mencement of the third year, he wished his sala- 


ry raised to siz hundred dollars. The society 
now began to awake, but there were only some 
few, who were able to save themselves from the 
opening vortex of their destruction. ‘These were 
wealthy and liberal in principle—mew: not ‘to be 
trodden npon. The majority of the society were 
poor—were already indebted to theif pastor: 


| of course they could do no otherwise than go on 


doubling and re-doubling their and their posteri- 
ty’s eternal servile chains. The $600 were al- 
lowed. The tale here ends. I will not reason 
upon it—each one can draw his own inference. 

But suppose, for a moment, that we look for- 
ward ten years. At that time this rev’d, pastor, 
if successful, will probably be the most wealthy 
man in the country in which he resides. How 
many families in the mean time he may have ru- 
ined, perhaps no one but himself will ever know. 

QUERIST. 


‘YE KNOW NOT WHAT MANNER OF 
SPIRIT YE ARE OF.’ ° 

So said Jesus to his rash disciples, when they 
desired permission to call down fire from heaven, 
and destroy some that they regarded as sinners. 
We would that some kind angel would whisper 
this rebuke in the ear of some misguided fanatics 
in our day. We had thought that the old doc- 
trine of the miseries of hell increasing the happi- 
ness of heaven, was very nearly exploded, along 
with infant damnation, and some other absurdi- 
ties; but in this we have been mistaken. A few 
evenings since, we listened to a discourse from 
the Rev. Mr. Beman, in which that gentleman 
boasted much of weeping in secret over sinners. 
After he had closed his harangue, (for we can 
hardly call it asermon,) he was succeeded by 
Rev. Mr. Kirk of this city, (Albany,) who in- 
formed us that notwithstanding the saints wept 
for sinners now, they would feel no compassion 
for their miseries when they got to heaven, and 
sinners were in hell. No; they would make all 
heaven ring with their hallelujahs, when they saw 
the smoke of sinners’ torment ascending up for- 
ever. A sinner in hell could touch no chord of 
sympathy in the universe ! 

Reader, is this so? Is the fountain of sympa- 
thy to be frozen to its source, and God, angels 
and mien to become cruel monsters? ‘Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are of.” Others 
may rejoice in anticipation of such a heaven, if 
they can ; but we tell them plainly, we bad rath- 
er be in hell than sucha place. We had rather 
have a heart that can feel for other’s woes, and 
drop a tear over their miseries, and wail with de- 
vils in the very depths of the nethermost hell, 
than to walk the streets of the New Jerusalem, 
with a heart hard as adamant. Yes, we had 
rather be in Pluto’s dark dungeon, with grim de- 
vils to torment us, than’in heaven Whose music 
consists in the groavs of the damned and the 
how!ing of demons, and whose incense is the sul- 
phureous stench of the bottomless pit. 

Gospel Anchor. 


NEW SOCIETIES. 

We learn from the Utica Magazine that a So- 
ciety of Universalists has lately been organized 
by brethren in Wilton and Moreau, Saratoga 
Co. N. Y. ; 

Societies have also been formed of late in 
McLean and Groton in the same State, Spring- 











field, Pa. 

















. From the Boston ‘Trumpet. 
‘EASTERN PART OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Perhaps there never was a time when ministe- 
rial services in the Uuiversalist denomination 
were more loudly called for, than they will be 
during the ensuing season in the eastern part of 
this commonwealth. We have many pleasing ev- 
idences that the doctrine of Universal grace and 
love is making triumphant advances in al! parts 


WATCHMAN, REPOSITORY 





of the region about us. 

In thecounty of Essex the labors of three ad-| 
ditional clergymen will be called for. A meeting | 
house is about tu be erected in New Rowley, | 
which of course it cannot be expected, will re-) 
main unused. In the town of Essex there has, 
been a consultation on the subject of erecting a_ 
house of public worship ; and the only difficulty | 
now existing is, we believe, a difference of opin- | 
ion in regard to the location of the House. The | 
brethren there will see, we trust, the propriety of 
submitting private partialities to public good. 
They are abundantly able to erect a house, and 
they will more and more see the need ot it. A 
clergyman would find constant labor between | 
that town and the west parish of Gloucester. In 
the south parish of Danvers, preparations are ma- 
king, as we hear, for the erection of a place of 
worship. This will be the second Universalist 
, Meeting House in that town; anda preacher will 
probably be required there. 

In Middlesex there will be a want of preach- 
-ets. It is easy to be forseen that Acton, Little- 
ton, Boxboro’ and Stow will soon form a district | 
for some clergyman’s constant labor ; if indeed, | 
one will be able to supply them a‘l. Mr. Stree- 
ter, of Shirley, who has hitherto supplied Acton 
a part of the time, finds himself very frequently 
called to places in the northern part of Middlesex. 
A new meeting-house is to be erected in Framing- 
ham. Whether the industrious and highly use- 
ful pastor of the society in Marlboro’ will be able 
to supply all the wants of Framingham, we are 
not able to say. In consequence of the removal 
of Br. Balch from Newton to Claremont, N. H. 
the labors of another clergyman will be needed 
there. The house about to be erected in Med- 
ford, will not, of course, stand unused. Between 
this town and West Cambridge, where a meeting- 
house is equally needed, a clergyman will find 
constant employment. 

In Norfolk two additional preachers will be 
called for. One at Dedham, to supply the vacan- 
cy occasioned by the death of the amiable and la- 
mented Mr. Bassett, and to administer to the 
wants of the brethren in Franklin, Sharon, &c. 
Another will be needed at Quincy, where a 
house is soon to be erected. 

In Plymouth, Hingham is left destitute by the 
resignation of Mr. Atkinson, under whose minis- 
try the society in that place has been prosperots. 
Fields of usefulness open to him in other places. | 
There are also in this county several towns in | 
which the brethren seem to be asleep. If any 
thing should take place to arousé them, as we 
trust there will, they will join the general call 
for ministerial labors, 

Barnstable is advancing with a steady step. 
She never retreats. Whatever the doctrine of U- 
nivergalism has gained there, it has always held. 
It is suggested that our faithful friend Spear, con- 
templates removing from Brewster to some part 
of the State of Maine. Should this event ensue, 
another clergyman will be much wanted there; 
and whosoever he may be, he will find himself in 
the midst of brethren of great zeal, and equal re- 
spectability. 





| would a pestilence;—and in order to divert the 


|in that position many hours, the officer in the. 
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These changes in the ministry—this increase 
of Meeting Houses, and call for new preachers, 
will but make room for more. 
truth is, like the current of a river, entirely irre- 
sistible. Truth will overcome all opposition—a 
conquest obtained over the kingdom of darkness 
assures a further conqaest—and the time there- 
fore must come when “knowledge shall cover the 
earth as the waters cover the mighty deep.” 
So let it be. 


A DREAM. 

I was ina cily belonging to a princes who 
lived at a great distance, and whose character 
was mild, hamane and benevolent. This prince 
had heard that the inhabitants ofthe city were 
under the impression that they had incurred his 
displeasure, and were laboring to appease his 
wrath. He therefore sent messengers among 
them, to undeceive his deluded subjects—to as- 
sure them that he harbored no ill will against 
them, and was willing to do every thing in his 
power to make them happy. But the officers 
of the city disregarding the orders of their prince, 
declared that he had threatened the most dread- 
ful punishments to all who would not comply 
with their requisitions. They inflicted severe 
punishments upon the messengers sent by the 
prince. They pronounced all the messengers 
said respecting the benevolent designs of the 
prince, false and unfounded, and if listened to 
would sink them down to irremediable ruin. 
The people were commanded not to hear the 
messengers of peace, but to avoid them as they 


attention of the people, they erected a large and 
splendid temble, wherein was built an altar, a- 
round which the people were commanded to as- 
semble and to supplicate and entreat these iron- 
hearted officers to intercede in their behalf with 
the prince, to allay his wrath. 

Seeing a greattrowd going towards the tem- 
ple, I joined it and entered with them. I 
looked around, and could see melancholy and 
despair depicted in the countenances of the 
whole assembly. At length, one of the officers 
arose to address the audience. He was habited 
in black from head to foot, and I could not but 
remark the striking resemblance between his 
apparel and his distorted and gloomy features. 
A dark cloud hung around his brow, which seem- 
eb to threaten dreadful forebodings to the assem- 
bled multitude. After representing the prince as 
a vindictive, capricious and revengeful tyrant, he 
concluded by assuring them that the only way to 
avert the vengeance oftheir offended prince, was 
to come to the altar and by prayers and suplica- 
tions addressed t6 the officers, endeavor to pre- 
vail on them to inte in their behalf. Many 
went and did as they Were commanded, uttering 
piercing cries and lementations; they continued 


mean time exhorting them to pray louder—tell- 
ing them they had but a few nmnunutes more, and 
if they did not improve those precious. moments 
it would be entirely too late. 

The agonizing cries that now resounded in my 
ears overwhelmed me with grief, and I was on 
the point of leaving the house, when my atten- 
tion was arrested by the piercing cries of a fe- 
male. She arose in despair from the alfgr, and 
rushing to the window, succeeded in getting a 
piece of glass, with which she cut and mangled 
herself in a most shocking manner. A few 
moments more, and she was enclosed in the. arms 


The spread of 


This distressing seenc had hardly closed, when 

a futher, rendered desperate ‘by the appalling 
accounts given of the disposition of his ‘prince, 
seized his ehild; and with infuriate madness 
dashed it against the wall with such force as to 
cause the ebbing of life’s purple stream soon to 
bind it fast in death. [ turned in sick@fning dis- 
gust from contemplating these horrible trage- 
dies, and was inwardly rejoicing in the hope that 
no more would despair of the favor of their’ 
prince, when perceiving a number of persons 
collected around a female in a corner of the 
room,{! made my way towards them; but judge 
of my astonishment, when, on approaching the 
spot, I discovered two innocent children by her 
side, whom she had strangled, to save them from 
the fangs of the enraged prince. She calmly 
surveyed the horrid spectacle before her ; bat 
the wild laugh, and untimely levity of her man- 
ners, convinced me that reason had been dis- 
throned. 

I looked in vain for an opportunity to entrent 
from these distressing scenes,, ‘The doors were 
clused, and no one was permitted to enter or re- 
tire without leaveof the officers. Finding I was 
obliged to remain and wait the pleasure of these 
terrible tyrants, I resolved to endeavor to dis- 
cover the cause of the melancholly occurrences 
I had witnessed. I had observed that a greater 
part of the officers had retired behind a curtain 
that ran across the part of the house occupied 
by them. 

I was discovered by one of them, in attemp- 
ling to obtain a glimpes through an aperture in 
the curtain. Perceiving that I was unmoved by 
the addresses of the officers, and that I narrowly 
watched their morements, he invited me to take 
a seat behind the screen. He told me to re- 
main silent, and never to divulge what I should 
see and hear, on penalty of perpetual imprison- 
ment. Ata tablein the room sat several men 
engaged in writing terrific accounts ofthe char- 
acter of their prince. These writings, when 
finished, were folded in form of tracts, and pre- 
sented to the people as a part of their sovereign’s 
will. Several of the officers were employed in 
framing addresses to the people, soliciting them 
to give money for the relief of a distant prov- 
ince of the prince, as one of the means that were 
to be used in order to obtain his favor. When 
these writings were presented to the people, and 
they refused to give, they were directed to look 
at a painting on canvass at the back part of the 
room, which presented the devil in the act of 
dragging a wretched victim in a blue flame. This 
I found was the cause of all their misery; for 
wien any of them turned to look at the painting, 
they were seized with despair, which generally 
terminated in murder or suicide. 

When those returned who went to get money, 
they deposited what they had collected in a large 
chest, and then sat down to devise some scheme 
tu gull the people out of their money, under pre- 
tence of appeasing the wrath of the prince, oc- 
.casionally leughing at the credulity of the peo- 
ple. 

Humanity induced me to say something in be- 
half ofthese deluded sufferers. I told the offi- , 
cers they ought to undeceive the people, and in- 
form them at once of the true character of the 
prince. 

If we do that, said one, we shall never accom- 
ptish ‘the object we have in view. We can get 
no more money—they will not heed our stories 
about the distress of distant nations. We must. 





of death. 


keep them in ignorance, until we acquire suf. 
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ficient wealth.to enable us to bid defiance to all 
attempts that nay be made to deprive us of 
powers Anchor, 


GEORGE WASHINGTON & JOHN MURRAY. 
Mr. Epiror,—Having read with much pleas- 
ure the following letters in an old newspaper 
printed more than forty years since, I send them 
to you with a desire that you should re-publish 
them, believing that your readers would be plea- 
sed to peruse them, coming as they do from so 
distinguished a source. « The letter from .that a- 
ble and venerable Murray, evinces that some 
boldness and love of truth for which he ‘was so 
«<listinguished in his arduous support of the Gos- 
pel of Universal Salvation—and the answer of 
the illustrious Washington is characterised by 
that nobleness of heart which he ever exhibited 
to his fellow countrymen. These letters deserve 
the perusal of a'l good men.—Rel. Ing. 





To rue Presiwent or Tue Unitep Srares. 


The Address of the Convention of the Universal 
Church, assembled in Philadelphia, 1790. 


Sir.—Permit us in the uame of the Society 
whom we represent, to concur in the numerous 
congratulations which have been offered to you 
since your accession to the government of the U- 
nited States. 

For an account of our principles we beg leave 
to refer you tv the pamphlet which we have now 
the honor to put into your hands. In this publi- 
cation it will appear, that the peculiar doctrine 
which we hold is, not less friendly to the order 
and happiness of society, than it is essential to 
the periections of the Deity. : 

It is a siugular circumstance in the history of 
this doctrine, that it has been preached and de- 
fended in every age, since the first promulgation 
of the gospel, but we represent the first society 
professing this doctrine, that have formed them- 
selves into an independant church. Puosterity 
will hardly fail of connecting this memorable e- 
vent, with the auspicious years of peace, liberty 
and free inquiry in the United States, which dis- 
tinguished the administration of General Wash- 
ington. 

We join thus publicly with our affectionate fel- 
low citizen#in thanks to Almighty God for the 
last of his numerous signal acts of goodness to) 
our country in preserving your valuable Jife in a 
late dangerous indisposition, and we assure you 
Sir, that duty will not prompt us more than affec- 
tion to pray, that you may long continue the sup- 
port and ornament of our country, and that you 
may hereafter fill a higher station, and enjoy the 
greater reward of being a King and Priest to our 
God. 

Signed in behalf and by order of the conven- 
tion. 


It is mgreover my earnest desire, that all the 
members of every association or community, 
throughout the United States, may make such use 
of the auspicious years of peace, liberty, and free 
inquiry, with which they are now favored, as they 
shall hereafter find occasion to rejoice for having 
done.—With great satisfaction, I embrace this 
opportunity to express my acknowledgements for 
the interest my affectianate fellow citizens have 
taken in my recovery from a late dangerous in- 
disposition—and I assure you gentlemen, that in 
mentioning my obligations for the effusions of 
your benevolent wishes on my behalf, I feel ani- 
mated with new zeal, that my conduct may ever 
be worthy of your favorable opinion, as well as 
such as shall, in every respect, best comport with 
the character of an intelligent and accountable 
being. G. WASHINGTON. 





From the Universalist Expositor. 
MORAL TENDENCY OF DOCTRINES. 

In our study of man, we evidently discover 
the fact, that, whatever sentiments are imbibed, 
consequences which correspond with such ‘sen- 
timents, with regard to moral character, may be 
expected to make their appearance. This8gems 
a truth consistent with physical nature ; in which 
the rule is invariable, that such as we plant or 
sow, we receive in harvest. But, in relation to 
false doctrines, it may appear problematical 
which takes the lead, the wickedness of the heart, 
or the corrupt sentiments which are imbibed. 
It seems, however, satisfactory evident that false 
doctrines must owe their origin, not only to a 
benighted state of mind, but some degree, at 
least, of depravity of heart.* False doctrines 
could have led to no evil consequences untill they 
existed ; and, therefore, must have been pro- 
duced a by mind not in a state of c¢onformity to 
the attributes of truth. But when once inven- 
ted, when once incorporated into a creed, they 
then became the idols of the hearts which pre- 
duced them, and were nursed and defended 
with the fondness of the viper towards its off- 
spring. The offspring row takes the lead, and 
is sure to conduct the parent in paths which 
were by no means contemplated until the wants 
of error induced their discovery, for its defence 
and support. Established creeds, composed of 
false doctrines, became systems of instruction ; 
and the young, by being taught them, became 
corrupted by them, assimulated with their mor- 
al depravity, and zealously devoted to their sup- 
port and interest. 

To the foregoing remarks we shall meet with 
no opposition ; but if we attempt an inquiry 
which will result in ascertaining the mordl char- 
acter of the heart by the doctrine it imbibes; or 
that of doctrine by the moralstate of its believer, 





JOHN MURRAY. 
W. EUGENE IMLAY. 


To the Convention of the Unigersal Church lately 

assembled Gt Philadelphia. 

CentLemen,—I thank you cordially for the 
congratulations which you offer on my appoint- 
ment to the office [ have the honor to hold in the 
government of the United States... 

It gives me the most sensible pleasure to find, 
that in our nation, however different are the sen- 
timents of the citizens on religious doctrines, they 
generally concur in one thing: For their politi- 
cal professions and practices are almost univer- 

sally friéndly to the order and happiness of our 
civil institutions. I am also happy in finding this 


» disposition particularly eyinced by your Society. 





we are apprehensive we might not be so fortu- 
nate as to escape censure. 

We will, however, suggest some queries, with 
j all possible caution that we may not offend, ce- 
signed to cast some light on a subject, which is, 
by no means, unimportant. First: [s it not 
reasonable to suppose that a merciful heart 
would naturally bring forth a merciful doctrine ? 
Secondly : Is it not equally reasonable to sup- 
pose that an unmerciful, implacable heart would 
invent a doctrine which would embrace these 
appalling@ualities? Thirdly: In the moral 
cheracter and spirit which were manifested in 
the determined opposition which exerted itself 
against the Son of God and his ministry, did Je- 
sus find too much mercy and compassion, or too 
little? Did he labor with the people in order 








389° 
to narrow their too liberal minds, and to har- 
den their too merciful hearts; or did he find it 
necessary to perform quite a different work ? 
With these i ives in our mind, lei us 
see what light the teaching of Jesus will cast on 
the subject. See Mat. vy. 43—48. ‘Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate thine enemy: but I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good unto them that hate you, and pray 
for them that dispitefully use you and 
you ; that ye may be the children of your Fath- 
er which is in heaven: for he maketh the sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
his rain on the just and on the unjust. For if 
ye love them which love you, what reward have 
ye? do not eventhe publicans the same? And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 
than‘ others? do not even the. publicans so ? 


is in heaven is perfect.’ 

It is very evident, from the foregoing passage, 
that it was the design of Jesus to pass a censure 
on a doetrine which was partial in its favor, and 
unkind in its tendency; and to recommend a 
doctrine embracing the impartial goodness of 
our heavenly Father, and to enforce it as an ex- 
ample for imitation. This last doctrine was the 
doctrine of Jesus: it was the very image of his 
heart, and the rule of his hfe and actions. The 
former was the doctrine of his enemies; it was 
the very image of their hearts, andthe rule of 
their lives and actions. Walking inthe spirit of 
their doctrine, they calumniated and persecuted 
the divine teacher, and at last put ‘him to death. 
Walking in the spirit of his doctrine, he went 
about doing good, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, performing miracles of mercy, 
and at last suffered, the just for the unjust, and 
prayed that his murderers might be forgiven. 

We come to the conclusion, that unmerciful 
hearts and unmerciful doctrines are suited to 
each other ; and that both tend to unkind and 
unmerciful conduct. On the other hand, we 
feel satisfied that merciful hearts and merciful 
sentiments are congenial to each other, and that 
both are disposed to be ,compassionate and kind 
even to such as are ignorant and out of the way. 

As those professed christians, who are opposed 
to the merciful doctrine which we endeavor to 
defend, have often expressed the opinion that 
this doctrine is of immoral tendency, we would 
respectfully request them carefully to weigh the 
foregoing suggestion and remarks, to see if they 
have not, in such a supposition, made some mis- 
take, which to rectify would be honorable and 
beneficial to themselves. H. B 


IMMENSITY OF CREATION. 
“He who through vast immensity campierce, 

See worlds on worlds compose one univefse ; 

Observe how system into system runs, 

What other planets circle other suns 

What varied beings people every star : 

May tell why God has made us as we are.”"—Pope. 

Some astronomers have computed that there 

are not less than seventy-five millions of suns in 
this universe. The fixed stars are all suns, hay- 
ing, like our sun, numerous planets revolving 
round them. The Solar System, or that to which 
we belong, has about thirty planets, primary and 
secondary, belonging to it. The circular field of 
space which it occupies, is in diameter three thous- 
and siz hundred millions. of miles, and that which 
it controls much greater. That sun which is near- 
est neighbor to ours is called Sirius, distant from 
our sun about twenty-two billions of miles. Now 
if all the fixed stars are as distant from each 
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ye, therefore, perfect even as your Father which — 
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other as Sirius is from our sun; or if our solar 
system be the average magnitude of all the sys- 
tems of the seventy-five millions of suns, what 
imagination can grasp the immensity of creation ! 
Every sun of the seventy-five millions, controls a 
field of space about ten billions of miles in diam- 
eter. Who ean survey a plantation containing 
seventy-five millions of circular fields, each ten 
billions of miles in diameter! Such, however, is 
one of the plantations of Him who “ has measured 
the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted 
eut Heaven with a span, and comprehended the 
dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance :” 
he who “sitting upon the orbit of the earth, 
stretches out the heavens asa curtain, and spread- 
eth them out as a tent, to dwell in.” Nations 
to him are as a drop éf a bucket, and are coun- 
ted as the small dust of the balance ; and yet, o- 
verwhelming thought! he says, “Though | dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also will I 
dwell who is of an humble and contrite spirit, and 
trembles at my word.” —Millennial Harbinger. 


THE WATCHMAN. 


Woodstock, March 31, 1832. 
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“I have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem.” 


MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS, 

Br. GArFrIetp will preach at Barnard next Sabbath, 
(to-morrow,) and at Sharon on the 5th Sabbath in April. 

Br. Bex will preach at Stockbridge to-morrow, 

Br. BartuettT will preach at Pomfret on the 4th 
Sabbath in April. 

It is expected that Br. PALmMeR will preach at the 
Court House in this village on the 2d Sabbath in April. 
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The following short dialogue appeared under the edi- 
torial head in No. 39, Vol. 1 of the Watchman. We re- 
publish it by request. 

DIALOGUE BETWEEN A CALVINIST 

CLERGYMAN AND HIS CHILD. 

Child. Pa, the Bible says that God loved the 
world. Did he love sinners, Pu? 

Father. No my child. That is, he does not 
love their wicked actions. 

Child. But does he not love sinners if they do 
act wicked ? 

Father. He loves them with a love of jty, but 
he cannot love them in the same sense that he 
does good people. 

* Child. Did not God love good old Paul before 
“he became good? 

Father. No my child, only with a love of pity. 

Child. Well Pa, what better kind of love is 
there than a love of pity, if that love is such as 
to make men help another out of any trouble. It 
seems that God’s love of pity for Paul influenced 
him to make Paul a better man. 

Father, It,did. 

Child. Then it seems that God loved Paul or 
he would have had no pity on him. 

Father. I say my child, that God does not love 
unrenewed sinners. 

Child. Does he hate them ? 

Father. Yes, he hates their wicked actions. 

Child. Well Pa, do you love me? 

Father. Yes, my dear child. 

Child. Suppose I should disobey you, and not 
go to school to-day, but should play truant, would 
you love me then ? 

Father. I should not love your wicked conduct. 

Child. But would you have any love for me ? 

Father. Yes, I should love you, but not your 
had conduct. 


day, when you corrected me for disobeying you. 
— You then said you loved me , and that was the 
reason you corrected :ne for not obeying you. 
Now does not God love his disobedient children 
when they sin? 

Father. Yes, he loves his children. 

Child. Well are not all his children ? 

Father. No, unrenewed sinners are the chil- 
dren of the devil. 

Child. But Pa, I am an unrenewed sinner, and 
you told me last night to say the Lord’s prayer, 
and yon know that begins with “Our Father who 
artin heaven!” Why should I say Our Father 
if he is not my Father ?” 

Father. Itis nine o’clock my son, and you 
had better go to school. Bea good boy and 
learn your book. 





The following letter from Br. De Wolf we trust will 
be read with interest. We are happy to learn that the 
benign doctrine of Impartial love is gaining ground in 
Westport and its vicinity. May the labors of Br. De 
Wolf be crowned with abundant success. 


. Westport, Marcly 18th, 1832. 

Br, Bewt,—lI have this day preached at Wad- 
ha Lills, Westport, where my family are now 
located, it being the first Sabbath I have ever 
spent in this place. Notwithstanding the day is 
stormy, the travelling bad, and the Congrega- 
tionalists had a meeting within thirty rods, I had 
a congregation, respectable for numbers, char- 
acter, and influence. 

I expect to preach about three fourths of the 
Sabbaths in this town, the year ensuing. Where 
T shall spend the other quarter is yet uncertain, 
but there is a great call for preaching in this re- 
gion so that I shall find employ—my opportanity 
for information with regard to public feeling in 
adjacent towns, has been very small, but as far 
as I can learn, the spirit of free inquiry, and a 
zeal for the spread of liberal Christianity is unu- 
sually prevalent. 

You will please direct the Watchman hereaf- 
ter to Wadhams Mills, Essex County, N. York. 
Yours, &c. 

HARVEY DEWOLPF. 





Br. Bei,—I enclose for you the money for 
my next years paper. Your valuable periodical 
has done, and is doing much good in this vicini- 
ty. T should think that the appointment of an 
agent in the town of Warren (if it has not been 
done) would further the great and good cause. 
There was a society formed in that town near 
the close of last Dec. The brethren there are 
awake to their duty. Ihave long looked at this 
town with regret, at seeing their apathy, a fault 
tov general among Universalists. I know not 
the exact situation of the society in that town, 
but of the talent, patriotism, and property, I 
know that they possess a large share. An Or- 
thodox tornado passed through that town last 
Summer, and although the pretended soul savers 
meant it for evil, yet God has overruled it for 
good. Next Sabbath, the gospel is to be preach- 
ed there in its purity (probably for the first time) 
by Br. Gilman. 

_ The society in this town has increased con- 
siderably the year past, the threatenings and 
hypocritical prayers of Orthodox bigots to the 


contrary notwithstanding. 
Yours truly, LEVI SMITH. 


RESIGNATION. _ 
Rey. J. P. Atkinson has resigned his situation 
as Pastor of the Universalist Society in Hingham, 








FINALLY IMPENITENT. 
How often do. we hear this expression from the lips of 
the Clergy. This is to certify that we believé in the 
endless damnation ot all such. 


GOD OUT OF CHRIST IS A CONSUMING 
, FIRE. 

By this expression is meant that God in the abstract is 
a malignant being, and were it not for Chris(*the Inter- 
cessor, he would consume the whole human family by 
the breath of his anger. Ifit be so, to which Being are 
mankind under the most obligation? 

What saith the Holy One of Israel? “For Iam the 
Lord, I-change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed.” Cease then ye bold blasphemers, and no 
longer villify the character of Him whose name is Love. 
AS DEATH LEAVES US, SO JUDGMENT 

WILL FIND US. 

Here itis again. How does death leave onc? The 
scriptures inform us that death, ‘the last enemy” shal! 
be destroyed. When death is destroyed, it will, of 
course, leave us, and we shall be alive in Christ. ‘For 
as in Adam (or the Adamic nature) aL. dic, even so 1n 
Curist shall aLu be made alive.” Glorious state for 
judgment. 








{FALSE REPORT. 

buring the absenee of the senior Editor of the Troy 
Anchor it was currently reported, that, as a punishment 
for presuming to hold a public debate with a Methodist 
minister, he was “struck dead”. Br. Le Fevre has re- 
turned home in good health, and although it is with re- 
luctance that he contradicts the statements of respecta- 
ble people, he yet has the audacity to declare that he is 
still living. Being an Universalist it will be somewhat 


difficult for him to convince his opponents that he tells 
the truth. 





WONDERFUL ESCAPE. 

We learn from good authority, that a Mr. —— of this 

village, was saved trom the ateful effects of believing im 

the impartial and unchanging goodness of his Heavenly 

Father, by being baptized in due torm by an Episcopal 

Clergyman but a few hours previous to his €issolution. 

Verily, this is a dayof wonders. . 

CHRISTIAN’S BOWER AND NORTHERN 

LUMINARY. ' 

We have received a new periodical bearing the above 
title, printed at Keeseville, N. Y. and edited by Brs. 
J. Bradley and B. H. Fuller. Itis to be published se- 
mi-monthly in pamplet form, at $1 per gmnum. | Each 
number will contain 16 pages. It is designed to sup- 
port the doctrine of impartial and effitient grace. May 
it ilumine the Northern regions with the light of truth. 


UNIVERSAIAST EXPOSITOR. 

The XIth No. of this valuable work contains the fol- 
lowing very interesting articles;— 

I. A sermon on Tim. it:3—6 2. Notes and Ilustra- 
tions of the Parables, by T. Whittemore (a recommen- 
dation of the work) 3. Opinions of the christians before 
the council of Nice on the doctrine of the Trinity. 4.The 
Riches of Wisdom. 5. Universalists a distinet deriém- 
ination. 6. Moral tendency of doctrine. 7. Poetry. 


CHRISTIAN PREACHER, 
The March No. of this work contains an excellent 
sermon from Br. S. Streeter, of Boston, on Psalm cii, 16. 
We would inform Rr Univérsalist brethren that we 
are authorized to.receive subscriptions for this work, 
and for the UniversauisT Exposrtor. 


TO “N. T. W.” 
S1r,—This is to:inform you that propriety forbids me 
giving your article,insertion in the Watchman. Shou! 
you ever have the courage to let me know your reat 
name, I will give publicity to your communication. This 
firing pop guns behind trees we heartily despise.—Ep. 
SETTLEMENT. ‘ 
Rev. W. W. Wright has. accepted the call of 
the Universalist Societies in Weston, Andover 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR TNE WATCHMAN, 

To the Rev. Isaiah Matteson, Shaftsbury, Vt. 

tev, AND Dean Str,—Having duly considered the 
accusation which you brought against me, at the house 
vi the late Mr, Haws, which was that I ‘commenced an 
attack against you”—knowing furthermore that this false 
acousation is believed by many, and also being of the 
opinion with “yourself that “the public and God will 
judge,’ I have concluded therefore to lay facts be- 
fore the public, for the purpose that strangers, friends 
and enemies may be the better enabled to passa righteous 
judgment. Now I am not only fully of the opinion, but 
I think I shall be able to prove your aceusation untrue; 
to prove thou art the man who ‘‘commenced the attack, 
not only against me, but.against the Universalists of this 
place. And, sir, although the language, which you used 
te convey your uncharitable, agitated feelings to your 
neighbors, is actually disgusting, and beneath the char- 
acter of a Christian, and although I feel to cultivate the 
spirit of commiseration—to sympathise with you in your 
mental agony,, and throw the mantle of christian charity 
over the imperfections of my ministering brethren of ull 
denominations, still,in doing justice to the cause of Christ, 
my brethren and myself, I feel under the necessity of 
publicly exposing you, and leaving you before the disci- 
plinary tribunal of an enlightened community, By look- 
ing at the date of the first letter which I wrote you, 
which is the fifteenth of June, and published in the same 
month by Br. Bell, in the Watchman, and by reflecting 
upon the infamous circular, and the time it made its first 
appearance, with your signature, which was about the 
last of Feb. or the first of March, (1831) and by consid- 
ering the spirit which it manifested, belching forth ven- 
om with a seven-fold vengeance, against “the Univer- 
salists of this place,” the public may then judge how far 
you speak the truth when you say, 1 commenced the 
attack against you. Tis true, your circular was not di- 
rected particularly to me, but the charges which it con- 
tained, are acknowledged to be against the Universalists 
of this place. I, sir, am now, was then, and pray to God 
that I ever may be an unwavering universaist. And as 
such, I shall now proceed to lay before the public your 
own language, that they may. be,enabled to distin- 
guish: the intrinsic worth of the once ‘‘totally depraved,” 
but now new born soul, from the damning foolishness of 
“the unregenerate,” but notwithstanding, ‘good neigh- 
bor,” and ‘mere moral man.” 

First you say, (in reply to a letter directed to you, 
from a lady who was not then a member of any religious 
society whatever) ‘‘It (the letter) is so full of low filthy 
slander, that my very pen sickens and fears pollution.” 
And that “Jt is, we may conclude, a fair specimen of 
the talent, candor and piety of the Universalists of this 
place.” This, sir, you must be aware, is a very sweep- 
ing phrase, and it is better calculated to cause division, 
than the pr of happi amongst your neighbors, 
And I feel justified, in repelling your charge, to expose 
to the world, as you have done to your society, the un- 
charitableness of that pen which so much sickened and 
feared pollution, Again you say, “An equal mass of 
baseness, slander and falsehood, I have never, in all my 
life, seen spread on one sheet of paper.’’ Now is this 
a ‘fair specimen of the talent, candor and piety of the 
Universalists of this place’— ple against whom 
these charges you cannot prove—whose characters are 
actually as unimpeachable as your own, and a people 
who would positively scorn to adopt the language, and 
apply it to the worst of enemies, which you have adop- 
ted to calumaiate them? Js it not stooping a little below 
the “washings of regeneration”—the sanctifying influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit and of that “charity” which is 
the bond of perfectness? Are common moralists who 
make no pretension to the adyantages of the christian 
religion base enough to use more uncharitable language 
than you have done? But if this letter, the “fair speci- 
men of the talent, candor, and piety of Universalists in 





. 


————————— 





this place’? was so false, low, filthy, weak and wicked as Had. the acts of the Apostles represented Saint Pau! 


you have represented it, one would have thought that 
your goed sense would have enabled you to“*have passed 
the letter by in silent contempt,” or at least, to have 
treated your neighbors with as much respect as Michael 
showed to the Devil. Michael dared not bring any rail- 
ing aecusation, but simply said, “the Lord rebuke thee.” 
But, sir, in replying to the letter, under consideration, 
you have used your neighbors worse than Michael used 
the Devil! You have brought railing accusations, hot, 
however, against the lady who wrote you the letter, (for 
she was not then a professor in (ae Universalist society) 
nor yet against the Devil; but against those, who, we 
have every reason to believe, are strictly just, moral, 
manly and useful in the christian world. All this was 
done, previous to my exchanging a word with you, either 
publicly or privately, upon the subject of religion; and to 
complete the climax of evil, you now come before the 
people with the very mournful complaint, that I “com- 
menced the attack”? 

{ wish you to remember, sir, the qualmishness of your 
pen—when it ‘sickened and feared pollution.” Look 
also at the mass of evil which it recorded, as it emerged 
from your pen,enditing falsehood and slandgr against your 
equals; and above all things, remember you profess to be 
an holy man. In reflecting upon these things, you'may 
be led to exclaim with an holy man of old, “‘ Wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”’ (Job 42, 6.) 
Ihave many things to say unto you, but my time will 
not permit at present, and in conclusion, suffer a word of 
exhortation. Whatsoever is honest, if there be any 
praise think on this. Yours, &e. 


AMMI BOND, 
Rev. IsaraAH MATTEsON. 


North Bennington, March 14th, 1832. 





Woopstock, March 1832. 

Mr. BeuxL,—Our Episcopal friends, by the farce which 
they called ‘“‘a fair’’ it is said raised several hundred dol- 
lars for the poor. Some of those who were taken in at 
this insidious proceeding, would like to be informed how 
this money has been disposed of. Is it designed fora 
fund to defray the expense of procuring the possession 
of the school lands for the Episcopal church ? 

You know there are suits commenced, or about to be 
commenced by the Episcopal Church, agajnst nearly all! 
the towns in this vicinity, fer this purpose. 

Has the money received, been applied to ornament the 
Episcopal Church in this village? 

Episcopalians, you know, cannot worship except in a 
church which is highly ornamented with lamps, chande- 
liers and the like. 

What amount of the sum of moncy raised at this ‘‘fair” 
has been really applied to relieve the poor as was pre- 
tended? Those who manage this ‘fund’ should account. 

The subject is becoming important, as the same farce 
has been played off at Windsor, and one is now preparing 
ta be acted at Rutland. An Episcopal gentleman from 
Rutland, went off from our fair highly delighted and full 
of zeal ta put one in operation in his own village. The 
good people there will soon be gulled as some of ours 
were here. The practice may become general. I am 
glad you have taken up the subject, and hope you will 
pursue it, notwithstanding its primemovers have taken 
shelter under the petticoats of a‘‘ Ladies charituble sew* 
ing society.” We shall have good reason to believe that 
the money was applied to some sinister Episcopal pur- 
pose, unless an account of the expenditure properly 
vouched is published. 

Do Episcopalians intend to sustain themselves by such 
artifices? And by raising money thus mainly from those 
who do not belong to their sect? Does this practice, and 
that of getting away the lands [appropriated to schools, 
differ from the English practice of supporting and en- 
riching an idle and dissolute clergy, in part, at least, by 
tithes on the hard earnings of these who de not belong to 
the established church. ‘ 

What should we say of the Christian religion, if it had 
been propagated in its infancy by such means? 


and his associates, as taking part in sueh a farce, hew 
would it lessen our respect for. these first and zealous 





propagators of the blessed Gospel? 
Yours with respect, 
& NO ACTOR. 
Rev. W. Brett. Sal 
: For the Watchman. 
**LADIES’ FATR.”” 


Mr. Editor—I notice in the Philadelphia paper a com- 
munication signed by the treasurer of the “‘Female Associ- 
ation for the relief of the sick and infirm poor with cloth- 
ing,’’ &c. and signed by ‘‘Lydia W. Price, ‘Treasurer.’’ 
The communication presents a statement of the disposition 
of Funds, from which it uppears, that previous to making 
out the Report, there was a balance of cash from last win- 





ter of $28,83 
Received in subscriptions and donations, 258,50 
$287 33. 


This money has been expended in the purchase of 778 
yards of Flannel—336 do. Calico—238 do. Muslin—}il 
pair Stockings, &c. &c. In addition to the goods parchas- 
ed, donations were received and distributed, of 209 yards 
flannel, 43 yards calico, and 20 blankets and coverlets, 7 
shawls, &c. 1t also appears from the report that 260 fam- 
ilies have been the recipients of their charity—and that 
they have distributed 904 garments. 

This is charity—‘‘heaven born charity’*—and my object 
in sending you this communieation is, the hope of eliciting 
a similar report from the ladies of our village, who but a 
short time since got up a “‘fair’’ for the relief of the dis- 
tressed poor. 1 am sure that the fair of Woodstock are not 
a whit behind the daughters of Pennsylvania in deeds of 
charity and benevolence. cP 


Burns was standing one day upon the quay at 
Greenock, when a wealthy merchant belonging 
to the town, had the misfortune to fall into the 
harbor. 

He was no swimmer, and his death would 
have been inevitable, had aot a sailor, who hap- 
pened to be passing at, the time, immediately 
plunged in, and at the risk of his own life, res- 
cued him- from his dangerous situation. ‘The 
Greenock merchant, upon recovering a little 
from his fright, put his hand inte his pocket, 
and generously presented the sailor with a sbiil- 
ing.—The crowd who were by this time collec- 
ted, loudly protested against the contemptible 
insignificance of the sim; but Burns, with a 








‘smile of ineffable scorn, entreated them to re- 


strain their clamor, “for,” saidfhe “the gentle- 
man is of course the best judge of the value of 
his own life.” 





Firoop in New Hampsuire.—We learn that 
Wednesday morning an express arrived: at Dover, N. H. 
from a place twenty miles up the river, with information 
that Bow Pond had broken up and formed a junction with 
the Cocheco River, destroying considerable property, hou- 
ses, barns, &c. When the express left, it was said that the 
water had risen twenty feet, and it was e that 
much damage would be done on its own. Ar- 
rangements were immediately made by the inhabitants of 
Dover, to prevent the destruction of pro The ma- 
chinery was taken out of a > wooden factory some dis- 
tance from the village, and streets on the river were 
prepared for the —— flood, the houses and stores being 
stripped, the merchandize of all kinds carried to places of 
safety, and a dam being built up to arrest the progress of 
the water in one direction. A small bridge was also taken 
away to prevent any obstruction to the @ of the 
flood. It was supposed that the large brick factories were 
strong enough if Dirricadoed at the doors and windows, to 
resist the pressure of the water. 

Newburyport Advertiser. 





MARRIED, ‘ 
In Hartland, by Rev. W. Bell, Mr. James River, of 





Bart.et, and Miss Many ANN W:LLarp, 
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POETRY. 
DOOR OOOO 
THE SECOND TEMPLE. 

Sing the loud anthem! The wide sweeping besom 

Of dark desolation, Jenovan hath stayed ; 
The drear wastes of Judah begin now to blossom, 

And Zion in beauty will soon be arrayed— ’ 

For again hath the Temple’s foundations been laid. 1 


Darkly the night cloud hung down o’er our nation, 
When the ark was profaned, and the Temple laid low; 
And Salem, in sackcloth and deep degradation, 
Was mocked of the Gentiles, and scorned by the foe, 
When it sank’neath the weight of his conquering blow. 


Onward to slaughter the heathen came sweeping, 
And wasted Judea with sword and with flame ; 
And,spurning the graves where the prophets are sleeping, 
They scoffed at the ‘”0LY AND REVEREND NAME, 2 
And drag’d us to Babylon, thraldom, and shame. 


Far though frem Salem and Jordan’s bright waters, 
Remembrance, the scenes that we loved, would recall ; 

And brooding o’er sorrow, the harps of our daughters 
Were hung on the willows :2 the wormwood and gall 
We drank, while we wept for Jerusalem’s fall. 


Sing the Joud anthem ! Jenova hath spoken, 
And tyrants shrunk back at the ransoming word ; 
The fetters that bound us are sundered and broken, 
And palsied the arm that but lifted the sword 
To smite the anointed and loved of the Lorn. 





Levites and fathers! your locks have grown hoary. 
Your sight has been dimmed in a barbarous clime ; 
Still, still ye remember !—The first Temple’s glory,4 
In mightiness, splendor and grandeur sublime, 
Is green in the pathway of age and of time! 
Weep ye no more, for the night cloud of sadness 
In the glance of Jexovan hath melted away ; 
The Temple again shall re-echo with gladness, 
And, smiling on Judah’s all conguering sway, 
Shekinah shine forth 5 with its pardoning ray. 
Streams in the desert, and life giving fountains 
in wilderness places, rejoicing break out; _ 
The olive trees bud, and the verdure clad mountaitis 
Of Gilead and Carmel aré lifling the shout 
To heaven, of praise and thanksgiving devout. 
Roses from Sharon’s green valley are springing, 
And Hermon revives with the dews that descend, 6 
The cedars of Lebanon burst into singing, 


And palm trees o’er Jordan exultingly bend ; 
For He who redeemed us hath sworn to defend. 


Sing (be loud anthegg! Above t's is beamin 
e eye of the LOR» with its quickening light , 
And o’er the glad summit of Zion is streaming 
The dawn of our glory and sacred delight, 
In the gush of its brightness and morn of its might. 
* AVC. TF: 


1 Ezraiii, 10,11. 2 Psalmexi,9 3 Psalm cxxxvii; 
1 4 Ezra iii, 12. 5 Psalm Ixxx,1. Jer. 1, 20. 


Psalm exxxiii, 3. GHag. i, 10, 


A FRAGMENT. 

*** eee * “Where are my people? 
Where are my children? The frost came; the 
leaf ison the wind. The Redman isalone. The 
bones of his wrrriors whiten the battle field. 
Give back his hunting grounds. Restore his vil- 
lages burned; his wife and children murdered, 
Keep your civilization.” 

“But you would not reject our religion? We 
have the Book of life. The Great Spirit has told 
us his will, we can read it and be saved,” said I. 

There was a proud curl on the Chief’s lip, the 
fire kindled in his eye, as he replied: ‘The 
white man is forgetful. ‘The Great Spirit has 
given him a book. He has written his will on 
the Red man’s heart 








‘-But you are in nature’s darkness. Youknow 
nothing of a crucified Redeemer ; you know noth- 
ing of the way of salvation; you must learn the 
7 of Jesus, before you can be saved.” 

hite’ man, I have travelled amongst your 
oye You quarrel. You fight about religion. 
ou read the words of the Great Spirit many 
ways. When the Red man sees you agree a- 
mong yourselves, he will listen.” 

“But vurs is a religion of peace and love. It 
teaches us we are all brothers, that should love 
each other.” ; 

“Where are my people?) They were driven 
from the graves of their fathers, by your religion 
of peace and love. White man, when the Red 
man sees you love each other, he ‘will listen. 


When he sees you offer the mat to the weary | 
* land retail 


hunter, he will ask your religion.” 

“Still you will not deny that our churches, our 
altras, our regular worship are desirable ?”’ 

See that boundless forest! that is the Red man’s 
church. See that mountain stream! that leads 
the Red mep to the home of the Great Spirit. 
There he finds the fish ; in that forest, the Deer, 
the Bulfalo, the Elk. He takes what be wants. 


He is thankful. That isthe Red man’s worship.” | 


“What say you to our teachers of religion?” 
“Who teaches the Fawn to seek its dam? the 


unfledged bird to nestle under the Wings of its | 


mother? The lessops of the Black Coats make 
the white people false. The Great Spirit is good. 
He loves all his children. ‘To you he has given 
various arts; you need them. He knew your 


hearts were deceitful; he has written his law, for 


you, on paper. Read it; be good. The Red 
man wants no teacher. He has the Great Spirit’s 
law in his heart. His path is straight. The 
Great Spirit loves him, he is thankful. 

“Do you never pray to the Great Spirit ?” 

“The Great Spirit loves the Redman; he will 
do him good. The Red man is thankful.” 

“Do you know what will, become of you when 
you die?” 

“Ottowa will go to his fathers. There are the 
happy hunting grounds for those who listened to 
the Great Spirit. White man, enough. You 
mean the Red man good. You have your ways ; 
he has his. Be satisfied. The Red man 1ssore. 
Your people have taken his land—killed his wife 
and children. Ottowa is alone. When he for- 
gets his wrongs he will listen to the Black Coat. 


\ Return to your home. The Great Spirit make 


your heirt true. When he writes his law on 


your heart, you will know it well you will all 
the Red man brother. Farewell.” 

“Thus ends my missionary tour,” thought I, 
as the old Chief iecft me. It is a hard case, but 
that poor savage must be d a a9 ere Se 
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UNIVERSALIST BOOKS 
JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
QMITH on Divine Government; Winchester’s Dia- 
~~ logues; Life of Murray; Prof. Stuart’s Exegetical 
Essays; Balfour’s Reply to Stuart; Pickering’s Lectures 
in Defence of Divine Revelation; Bailou’s Notes on the 
Parables; do. on the Atonement: T. Whittemore’s Notes 
on the Parables; Ancient and Modern History of Uni- 


versalisin ; Balfour's Letter’s, &e, &e, 





Also, for sale, SKINNER’S FOUR SERMONS on the 


Doctrine of Endless Misery. Price, 25 cents. 


ny be letters to Clark. Price, 25 cents. 

A fresh supply of “Intemperance Reproved,” by Rev. 

I. D. Williamson. Price, 10 cents. 7 a 
All orders promptly attended to. 
Woodstock, March 8, 1832. ° 


JUST RECEIVED, 


ND for sale at this office, a fresh supply of Pieker- 
ings Lectures in defence of Divine Revélation. 
Woodstock, March, 24, 1832. 











BOOKS. 
B. B. MUSSEY, 63 Cornhill, Boston, 


TREES constantly on hand and for sale, at the lowest 
price, a general assortment of 


SCHOOL & MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS, 
Among the latter are—Bynon’s Works, Moorr’s do. 
Scorr’s do., GoLpsm1Tn’s do., CoLeripGe, SHELLY 
and Hears do., CHaumen’s do., Humr, SMALLET, 
and Brsser’s History of England, Lincrorp’s do., 
GoutpsMiTH’s do., ReBERTsoN’s AMbrica, JosrE- 
pxus’s History of the Jews, RoLiins’s ANc1ENT His- 
TORY, GoLDsMITH’s ANIMATED NatuRe, GopMAN’s 
do., CoANNninG’s Wonks, TucKker’s Licnt or Na- 
TURP, CLARKE’s CoMMENTARIES, Henry’s do., 
Bucx’s THeoLtoGicaL Dictionary, PLUTARCH’s 
Lives, &e. &e, 

Also, a large assortment of BIBLES, among which are 
Fotio, Quarto, Octavo, Pew, Pocket, and School Bibles. 
All of which will be sold at the: lowest price, wholesale 
Country Booksellers supplied on the most 
reasonable terms. 


iP N. B. A general assortment of UNIVERSALIST 
BOOKS constantly on hand, wholesale add retail. [46 tf 





PROSPECTUS 
OF THE 


Aniversalist Watcha. 
; VOLUME Iv. 





Tux WATCHMAN will be published every Satur- 
day, as heretofore, at Woodstock, Vt. Its size will be 
enlarged so as to contain about one-fifth more matter 
than the preceding volume, and equal to the largest pe- 
riodicals of the kind now printed in the United States.— 
In addition to the services of the Proprietor, the talents of 
Rey. W. Skinner and Rev. K. Haven, who are enga- 
ged as Associate Editors, will be employed to render the 
Warcuman thrice worthy of patronage. It is to be 
presumed that able correspondents to the WatTcHMAN 
will increase as patronage increases. The publisher is 
determined that, with regard to mechanical execution, 
no periodical of the kind shall excel it. 


With respeet to the character of the WarcuMan, it 
seems unnecessary to say more than that it will continue 
to maintain the doctrine of the Infinite, Universal and 
Unchanging Benevolence of Almighty God—explain the 
Scriptures—announée intelligence affecting the concerns 
of the denomination which it is designed to support—ex- 
pose the schemes of clerical bigots, by which they would 
bring mankind into bondage, both spiritual and temporal; 
rob the widow and orphan of their scanty pittance to ac- 
cumulate funds to subserve their own individual inter- 
ests, and paralize every effort made for improvement in 
Christian knowledge. 


The Terms of the Watcuman, although improved 


both as it respects matter, size, form, and general appear- 
ance, will be the same as heretofore ; and, of course, much 
cheaper than any other paper advocating the same sen- 
timents: viz. $1,50 in advance,—$2,00 if not paid 
within three months, after which time 26 cents wil! 
be added for every three month’s neglect of payment. 


No subscription received for a less term thon six 
months, except the money be paid on subscribing. Post- 
age paid in all cases by subscribers. 

Agents who obtain six subscribers and become respon- 
sible for the same sha} be entitled to a seventh copy, and 
in the same proporti r a greater or less number. 


No contract made by Agents will be binding which are 
not in agreement with the above terms. 


To accommodate those who wish to take but one paper, 
the columns of the Watch will tain a y of 
the passing events of the day. 

Agents, and those to whom this Prospectus may be 
sent, are respectfully requested to use their influence’ 


in obtaining subscribers, and forward their names by 





etter previous to the close of the present volume. 


’ WILLIAM BELL. 
Woodstock, March 17, 1832. 


. 





